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ABSTRACT 

In this report, the author indicates how the Texas 
school finance system works to the detriment of those districts in 
which Mexican American students are concentrated. Data for the report 
were taken from the Civil Rights Commission's 1969 survey of 
education for Mexican Americans in the southwest and the Department 
of Health Education and Welfare's 1968 survey of the ethnic 
composition of school staff and enrollment. According to the data, 
Mexican American school districts in Texas are handicapped by (1) 
lower property valuation in Mexican American districts, which results 
in less revenues although higher taxes are levied; (2) overburdened 
lower-income Mexican Americans, even at an equal tax rate, because no 
tax relief is provided; and (3) the failure of State aid under the 
Foundation Program to equalize the tax burden and to offset 
disparities in locally raised revenue. On the contrary, according to 
the author, the Foundation Program contributes to the inequities in 
local efforts by requiring Mexican American districts to pay more 
than their rightful share of Foundation costs. . A related document is 
EA 004 602. (Author /JF) 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 



U.S, COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 
Washington, D.C. 

August 1972 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE 

THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Sirs: 



The Commission on Civil Rights presents to you this report pursuant to Public Law 85*315, as 
amended. ' 

This is the fourth in the Commission’s series of reports investigating the barriers that lie between 
Mexican Americans and equal educational opportunity in the Southwest. It is unique among this series 
in that it focuses only on Texas which, alone of the five Southwestern States, enrolls the majority of 
its Chicano students in predominantly Chicano school districts. In this report, the fiscal practices of 
the State which restrict equal access to education are examined. 

The Commission has based its findings on its own investigations and on data supplied by the 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare in its 1968 Survey. In addition, it has used material 
gathered by the Texas Governor’s Committee on Public School Education. 

Mexican American school districts in Texas have been found to be handicapped in the following 
ways: (1) lower property valuations in Mexican American districts result in less revenues although 
they levy higher taxes; (2) even at an equal tax rate, the burden falls most heavily on lower-income 
Mexican Americans because no tax relief is provided; (3) State aid under the Foundation Program 
does not equalize the tax burden nor offset disparities in locally raised revenue. On the contrary, the 
Foundation Program contributes to the inequities in local efforts by requiring Mexican American dis- 
tricts to pay more than their ' rightful share of Foundation costs. Consequently, Mexican American 
districts receive three-fifths less revenue per pupil from State and local sources than Anglo districts 
receive/ 

By devising a school finance system in which expenditures for education are tied to the property 
wealth of the district and the personal wealth of its residents, Texas is administering a program whose 
expense goes beyond dollars and cents. It is financing massive deficits in human resources and achieve- 
ment, perhaps the most costly luxury of them all. 

We urge your consideration of th$ facts presented and your cooperative efforts in re-evaluating 
the status of school finance in Texas. 

• j. 

Respectfully, J 

Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, C.S.C., Chairman 

Stephen Horn, Vice Chairman 

Frankie M. Freeman 

Maurice B. Mitchell 

Robert S. Rankin 

Manuel Ruiz, Jr. 

John A. Buggs, Staff Director 
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